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Martha Corrozi called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and asked attendees to introduce themselves.

Announcement

Senator Kaufman (DE) is introducing legislation to include two additional areas within the White Clay Creek Watershed as part of the federal Wild & Scenic designation: an additional 7.4 miles in New Garden Township (Egypt Run and the East Branch of the White Clay) and 1.6 miles of Lamborn Run in Delaware.  A kick-off press event will be held Friday, April 10th, 1:45p.m., at the Carpenter Recreational Area Pavilion, White Clay Creek State Park.  Park entrance fees will be waived for the event.  All are encouraged to attend to show support.

Approval of Minutes from 9/9/08

The minutes of September 9, 2008 were reviewed and approved as written.

Next Meeting Date

The next Management Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 16th at 1:30 p.m.  Exact location will be announced in the future, but the meeting will be held in PA.

From Headwaters to Coast:  A Watershed-based Perspective on Bivalve Natural Capital- The Case of Freshwater Mussels in the White Clay Drainage

Danielle Kreeger, Science Director, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Freshwater mussels are the most imperiled fauna in North America.  About 75% of native species are in some state of impairment.  No extensive mussel surveys had been completed in the Christina Basin since 1919.  The Eastern elliptio (Elliptio complanata) is the only native freshwater mussel still listed as secure in Pennsylvania (common in NJ and DE).  Main causes of population decline in freshwater mussel species are water quality, exotic invasive species and habitat loss and degradation.  Mussel species require fish to complete their life cycle- larvae hitch on to fish for transport upriver.  Dams, which prohibit fish passage, result in more localized mussel populations that decrease genetic diversity and reduce chances of species survival. Mussels have tremendous biofiltration potential.  In healthy streams with mussel beds, mussels filter water, clean sediments and help stabilize river bottoms.

D. Kreeger and students have been studying elliptio populations in the Brandywine. At normal baseflow it is estimated that the approximately 500,000 Eastern elliptio mussels in the Brandywine between Chadds Ford and Delaware can remove 7.1%.  of the dry suspended material from the Creek.  This interception and filtering out of stormwater pollutants before river waters reach the sea is an extremely important ecosystem service. 
No juvenile mussels have been found in the Brandywine or the White Clay indicating that the species is not reproducing successfully.  The preferred host fish for elliptio mussels is the American eel.  The inability of eels to pass over the dams on the Brandywine may be a primary reason for the lack of juvenile mussels.

A Freshwater Mussel Recovery Program has been established that includes Federal and State Agencies and academic institutions.  The Program is surveying mussel populations and experimenting with transplanting elliptio mussels into rivers including the Middle and East Branch White Clay.  Phase 2 of the Program will entail propagation and reintroduction of mussel species if suitable sources of adult mussels can be found.  

The sole surviving freshwater mussel species, among the numerous species historically known to occur (probably abundantly) in the White Clay drainage, is in danger of extirpation.  Restoration of mussel populations is an excellent target for ecosystem-based management, conservation and restoration.
2009 Budget

L. Stapleford reviewed the 2009 budget and pointed out that an error occurred on an earlier draft.  $125,000 in funds from the National Park Service are anticipated but have not yet been received.  There is a chance that the funds received could be slightly lower, in which case the 2009 budget will be revised accordingly.  The budget was unanimously approved.

Subcommittee Reports

Education 

A draft of the Wild and Scenic brochure has been created.  The text of the brochure is currently being reviewed by Stroud staff.

Fish & Wildlife

A proposal for bird surveys is almost finished.  The London Britain botanical survey is wrapping up.

Historic and Cultural Resources

New Garden Township, with help from the Historical Commission, has submitted names to U.S.G.S. for all of the secondary tributaries within the Township.  A map showing the proposed names is available on the NGT Historical Commission’swebsite.  A list is being compiled of all buildings within the watershed listed on the National Register.  The list for PA has been compiled and members are encouraged to review and alert the subcommittee to any buildings that have been omitted.  The list for Delaware is underway. 
Open Space

[Neither R. Lonsdorf or J. Stefferud were in attendance to provide a subcommittee report.]  A. Parrish reported that 3-4 projects were ongoing in London Britain Township.  L. Stapleford reminded the members that copies of the White Clay Reforestation Plan are available.  Please email her for a copy of the report.  M. Corrozi reported that the Water Resources Agency has received grant funding to prepare a feasibility study of dam removal in the White Clay watershed.  The Agency will count the number of existing dams and evaluate possibilities for the future of each (removal, fish passage, etc.).

Trails

· J. Michael reported that the New Garden-London Grove- Franklin Township trail project study should be completed by this fall.  Simone-Collins has been hired to study a potential bridge crossing across White Clay Creek that has been the primary hurdle in getting trails to connect from Avondale/West Grove to the White Clay Creek Preserve.  

· L. Stapleford reported that the Trail Map/Visitor Guide is currently being printed and will be ready in time for Creek Fest on May 2nd.  The map will be distributed at the White Clay Preserve and White Clay Creek State Park.  
NPS Report 

C. Barscz reported that the NPS has completed a Section 7 review of the Pomeroy Trail, which will link the City of Newark and the University of Delaware to White Clay Creek State Park.  The trail was approved with some minor conditions related to stormwater swales.  Construction is anticipated to begin this spring.
Administrator’s Report

· Much effort and time has gone in to the planning and development of Creek Fest.  The agenda and logistics for the day were reviewed and discussed.  Budget funds of $1500 have gone toward this event.

· The White Clay Watershed Association is to be congratulated for completing a NOAA grant application in less than 24 hours after partnering organizations pulled out of the process.

· In Avondale, residents have expressed concern over the Wilkinson development project, specifically with regard to disturbance of the floodplain.  It was verified that DEP authorized this work to occur.  L. Stapleford will follow up the concerns with DEP. 

Old Business

None

New Business

Janet Kalb, in response to resident concerns about land clearing, explained that about 17 acres of invasives and trees were cleared from her property on Indiantown Road in London Britain Township to make way for the planting of a vineyard.  Over 900 plants have been planted on the site.  The family is looking for volunteers to come out and help with more planting.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.  Executive Sub-committee members were asked to stay for a brief discussion following the meeting.
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